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Career and Technical Education 

*Two credits of Career and Technical Education classes are required for 

high school graduation.  
 

Beginning Construction 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

This one semester class covers the basics of residential stick-frame construction. 

Working in teams the student will design and construct a model house on a scale of 

1"=1'. Each stage of construction will be covered starting with design work, basic 

drafting, and proceeding to the foundation, floor frame, sub-floor, walls and wall 

framing, rafters, trusses, and sheathing. Construction math and vocabulary will be 

stressed. (Prerequisites: None) 

 

Digital Arts 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

This course introduces basic video camera techniques and concepts as well as non-

linear editing. Focus will be on creating and publishing video content using a variety 

of technologies. Due to video's powerful ability to reach an audience for education, 

entertainment, persuasion, or a multitude of other reasons, video editing degrees 

have been called the new “MBA” (Master's in Business Administration). (New York 

Times, March 6, 2005). This course also introduces the student to digital 

photography, scanners, and printers. Covers basic digital camera and scanner 

techniques for print, Internet, and multimedia. Topics include camera features and 

functions, connections to a computer, downloading, enhancing and transferring 

images. Students will learn the basics of photography through photography 

assignments, photo-editor assignments, and an electronic portfolio. (Prerequisites: 

None)  

 

Introduction to Computer Science 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

The TEALS Introduction to Computer Science curriculum is based on the award-

winning University of California at Berkeley CS 10 course, “Beauty and Joy of 

Computing” (BJC). Introduction to Computer Science is an engaging course that 

explores a variety of basic computational thinking and programming concepts 

through a project-based learning environment. (Prerequisites: None) 
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Video Game Programming 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

In this course we are “creating makers of technology not users of technology”. This 

is an important distinction. This course teaches the side of video games most people 

do not think about, the development. Teams of developers collaborate on the 

creation of today’s video games: producer, designer, coders, testers, tech director, 

art director. This class will introduce the student to this 10-billion-dollar industry. 

● Write and understand C programming code 

● Learn the use of a software development kit (SDK)  

● Understand the math concepts necessary for program logic 

● Understand the reasons behind game design choice 

● Critique various games in an intelligent and professional manner. These 

critiques will be presented online with game images and videos of play 

● Frequent reading and writing is required 

● If time allows students will be introduced to 3D graphics 

(Prerequisites: Introduction to Computer Science) 

 

English 
*Four credits of English are required for High School Graduation. 
 

English 9  
Grade(s): 9 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

Students demonstrate understanding of plot, characterization, setting, theme, and 

point of view; they will explain the nature and function of the inciting moment, 

irony, conflict, atmosphere, and protagonist/ antagonist. Students learn to 

summarize stories. Students learn to organize their ideas and write five paragraph 

essays focusing on strong introductions and conclusions with well-developed body 

paragraphs. The students are tested on mastery of vocabulary both from the novel 

and a vocabulary book. Grammar is interwoven into our schedule and is taught 

through sentence diagramming. We continue reviewing the parts of speech, but 

focus more on prepositional phrases, subject compliments, direct objects and 

indirect objects. Identifying active and passive verbs as part of the diagramming 

process, and transitive and intransitive verbs that are key in understanding direct 

objects. Independent reading pages and book reports are also a requirement for 

passing this course. Required activities for passing include: writing the persuasive 

essay focusing on cause and effect relationships, writing a myth that used Ancient 

Greek gods, goddesses or mythological characters to explain a historical or 

geological event in the state of Washington, and independent reading pages. 

(Prerequisites: 8th grade Language Arts) 
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English 10 

Grade(s): 10 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

English 10 provides instruction and practice in responding to literature, writing for 

a variety of audiences and purposes, vocabulary, grammar, and public speaking. In 

preparation for the Smarter Balanced state testing, students will practice writing 

expository and persuasive essays. Students will read short stories, short non-fiction 

works, The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, To Kill a Mockingbird, Of Mice and Men and a 

group novel, choosing from such selections as A Separate Peace and When the 

Legends Die. For an A or B grade, college-bound reading selections are also provided. 

Required benchmarks include: Expository Essay, Argumentative Essay, 10th Grade 

Research Paper, Oral Presentation from the Poetry Out Loud selections, 

Demonstration Speech, and Independent Reading Pages. (Prerequisites: English 9)  

 

English 11: American Literature 
Grade(s): 11 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

As we read, we will reference back to earlier literature comparing and contrasting 

the same treatment in other time periods of social, political and philosophical issues 

that are raised by the story. We’ll backtrack to analyze the philosophical landscape 

that drove events like the Salem witch trials and we will consider how conditions 

have changed since then. We’ll compare the climate in early Salem to our present 

political climate and to the McCarthy Period in the 1950s that inspired Miller to 

write The Crucible. We will learn two specific structures for presenting an argument, 

study inductive and deductive reasoning and each student will be asked to write 

their own benchmark persuasive essay and deliver it to the class as a speech. New 

vocabulary words are introduced, some from the literature we read and some from 

our vocabulary book which groups words around Greek and Latin elements. The 

second benchmark for this course is a resume and cover letter. Each student must 

write a current resume based on their actual experience and write a letter of 

application for a job that they could do now based on their skills. In the second 

semester this course will continue to examine the unique qualities of American 

literature with a focus on connecting writing from our past to present events. Our 

study of the Post-Civil War period includes a project that focuses on the importance 

of “setting” and requires close scrutiny of the part it plays in four short stories. We 

will continue to relate the literature to the three themes identified first semester: 

the American Dream, individualism and a sense of place. We continue to review the 

social, political and ethical issues raised in our reading and relate them to the 

present and to the historical events that influenced the writers. Our exploration will 

include student response in writing, in class discussion and in speeches. New 

vocabulary words continue to be introduced, some from the literature we read and 
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some from our vocabulary book which groups words around Greek and Latin word 

elements. We work on proper use of pronouns by number, ender and function and 

we continue to work on editing skills to produce publishable quality final draft copy. 

(Prerequisites: English 10) 

 

English 12: World/British Literature/English 101, 102 (CWU 

College Credit) 
Grade(s): 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

This year-long course approaches world and British literature from a humanities 

perspective, emphasizing major literary movements and their connection to 

contemporary culture. Students will read, write and practice critical thinking skills 

to further their understanding of the larger connection between course content and 

twenty-first century world cultures. Among genres studied are poetry, plays, short 

stories, novels, essays and historical documents. Students should expect to practice 

research skills, note taking, study skills, extended independent reading, as well as a 

variety of writing techniques. Common Core State Standards for Reading, Writing, 

Speaking and Listening will be assessed through benchmark assignments including: 

Personal Statement Essay, Extended Literary Analysis Essay, World Research 

Presentation Project, Independent Reading Analysis and Poetry 

Memorization/Presentation. (Prerequisites: English 9 A/B, English 10 A/B, English 11 

A/B) 

 

Journalism 
Grade(s): 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

Journalism class is a project-based learning experience for students who want to 

explore their abilities in writing, interviewing, reporting, editing, and advertising. 

(Prerequisite:  English 9) 

 

Fine Arts 
*Two credits of fine art are required for graduation. 
 

Beginning Guitar 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 
Students will learn the basics of playing guitar and hone the skills needed to 
continue playing and learning on their own after the class ends. The end goal for this 
class is to equip students with the skills and independence to pursue learning songs 
they love on the guitar after this class. The focus is on acoustic guitars, which are 
available for rent. (Prerequisites: None) 
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Carving 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

The emphasis in this class is on Northwest Native American carving. Students will 

learn designs based on the basic “U” shape and “Ovoid”, first through drawing, then 

painting, and finally carving. The majority of projects will be relief carvings though 

some three- dimensional work will be done. In addition to the regular safety 

requirements, the carving class also studies safety material particularly relevant to 

carving. Tool care, and tool sharpening theory and practice are covered as well as 

tool making. Students interested in and showing appropriate aptitude for tool 

making will have the opportunity to learn how to make carving tools. Students 

earning an "A" or "B" in this class may also receive Art credit through Skagit Valley 

College. (Prerequisites: None) 

 

Ceramics 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 

Students will learn to take professional photos of their work and prepare an E-

Portfolio using Google Slides for publications, applications, or resumes. Students will 

also display their artwork in exhibitions and festivals. Students with advanced 

proficiency in ceramics will be given the opportunity to develop a personal style 

showing a deeper understanding of technical skill and creative mastery. 

(Prerequisites: None) 
 

Chamber Choir 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 
Choir is for students who are interested in learning to sing or improving their 
current singing ability. Singing is a skill, and like any skill, anyone can learn to sing. 
No previous experience is needed, just a positive attitude and a willingness to 
improve. Students who want to learn to sing can do it in this class! Extracurricular 
performances and field trips are  
included and required. (Prerequisites:  None) 
 

Drama  
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

Introduction to Drama covers creative and improvisational work, scene 

memorization, with units in voice, diction, and physical stage movement. Students 

critique performances and evaluate literary worth of materials studied and 

performed. A basic technical theatre unit will provide students with knowledge and 

skills in costuming, lighting, sound, make-up, and special-effects. Individuals are 

considered separately, but the majority of the work is group-oriented. 

(Prerequisites: None) 
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General Art  
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

Great art begins here with artistic skill development using line, shape, color and 
perspective.  Original artwork will be created for self-expression, for gifts, to show 
in local art exhibits, and to compile into an art portfolio for future school admissions 
and job applications. (Prerequisites: None) 
 

Independent Piano Study 
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

Independent piano study is an arranged course. Student must be taking lessons 

from a Washington State accredited piano teacher. Conditional upon availability of 

practice space. Grading to be completed by the piano teacher using the Association's 

forms. Requires approval from both the Music Director and Counselor. Students 

must perform at least one song at a school-organized event per semester. 

(Prerequisites: None) 
 

Journalism 
Grade(s): 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

Journalism class is a project-based learning experience for students who want to 

explore their abilities in writing, interviewing, reporting, editing, and advertising. 

(Prerequisites:  English 9) 

 

Set Design 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

In this class students will design and construct the set for the school’s spring play. In 

the process they will learn about basic shop tools, materials, and processes, pass 

general shop safety tests, and learn to use stage and shop vocabulary. In addition to 

basic carpentry skills they will learn stagecraft and theater protocol. They will work 

as a member of a team with other students and have opportunities to function as a 

team leader. There will also be opportunities, for those interested, to work as part of 

the stage crew for the spring production. (Prerequisites: None) 

 

STEAM Art 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

Mount Baker & Glacier Peak are both active volcanoes in the Ring of Fire 

Are you ready for an eruption? Both volcanoes have erupted in recent centuries and 

will erupt again.  During this semester we will paint these majestic volcanoes and 

get to know the eruption signs and hazards. (Prerequisites: None) 
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STEAM 

Grade(s): 9,10,11,12 

STEAM is a course that incorporates aspects of Science, 

Technology, Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics. Students will 

learn to approach problems and scenarios from a variety of 

viewpoints. Through hands-on experimentation and critical thinking, 

students will work individually and in groups to create items that solve 

problems. They will be involved in every stage of the process – from 

conception and design to physical production. We will work on 2-3 

large projects per semester. (Prerequisites: None) 

 

Wind 
Ensemble                                                                                                                       
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 
Band students will regularly rehearse and perform a variety of music, with special 
attention to Jazz and Concert Band music. This class is designed for intermediate-
advanced instrumentalists, but beginners can interview with Mr. Clark prior to 
enrollment. Pep Band during Football and Basketball season is required. 
Extracurricular performances and field trips are included and required. 
(Prerequisites: previous band experience, or an interview with Mr. Clark) 
 

General Electives 
*Four Elective Credits are required for High School Graduation. 

 

Academic Lab 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

The purpose of this course is to both enhance each student's study skills and offer 

students additional time for accomplishing schoolwork. The course's primary goal 

focuses on helping each individual achieve success across his or her core classes. 

This class provides an opportunity that not all students are eligible for, and thus, 

students are expected to enter class each day with the motivation to work efficiently 

and act respectfully. Attendance and daily work habits will assist in determining the 

major portion of a student's final grade. (Prerequisites: None) 

 

Credit Retrieval 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

Credit Retrieval class will be a semester-long course in which students will have 

assistance to earn credits for core classes. This might consist of online classes, or 

classes through other institutions. (Prerequisites: None) 
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Leadership 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

This class will facilitate student understanding of leadership as it relates to school 

and public life. Students will exercise both independent and team work skills. The 

class involves a hefty workload that will challenge students to think and act like a 

leader. During the first semester we will focus our attention on high school 

leadership roles. The second semester we will venture beyond LCHS and learn about 

and engage in community leadership. This focus will play out in several ways, 

including service projects. We also help with the needs of the Associated Student 

Body. This will involve helping with a variety of activities throughout the year. 

(Prerequisites: Class and ASB officers must enroll in Leadership during their tenure) 

 

Math 180 
Math180 helps selected students improve their math skills to be more successful in 

other classes and on state assessments.  Students are nominated for this 

intervention course based on scores on state and district tests therefore not all 

students are eligible to take this course.  The purpose of the class is to provide 

students extra time and instruction in math in order to give them the skills to 

perform better in their academic classes and assessments. Students rotate through 

activities on computer software, independent math tasks, and small group 

instruction. Once they achieve a certain math proficiency for their grade, students 

are exited from this course. (Prerequisites: appropriate test scores) 

 

Publications/Yearbook 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes)  

This course is dedicated to producing Pioneer the school yearbook. It is the goal of 
the Pioneer to faithfully chronicle life in our high school for the school year. Students 
will practice journalistic writing techniques emphasizing yearbook journalism, as 
well as management skills, page design, and photojournalism. (Prerequisites:  none) 
                                                                                    

Read 180 
Read180 helps selected students improve their reading skills to be more successful 

in other classes and on state assessments.  Students are nominated for this 

intervention course based on scores on state and district tests therefore not all 

students are eligible to take this course.  The purpose of the class is to provide 

students extra time and instruction in reading in order to give them the skills to 

perform better in their academic classes and assessments. Students rotate through 

activities on computer software, independent reading, and small group instruction. 

Once they achieve a certain reading proficiency for their grade, students are exited 

from this course. (Prerequisites: appropriate test scores) 
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Math 

*Three years of math are required for high school graduation, including 

Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II.  
 

Algebra I 
Grade(s): 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

Course Objectives: 

• The student will learn to think critically and analytically. 

• The student will achieve mastery in use of algebraic techniques. 

• The student will learn how to apply mathematics to real world applications. 

• The student will gain a greater understanding of algebraic concepts needed 

for future mathematics work. 

Topics of Study: 1) numerical expressions 2) properties of real numbers 3) ratio, 

percent and applications 4) solving linear equations 5) introduction to functions 6) 

systems of linear and quadratic equations 7) polynomials and factoring, 8) orking 

with inequalities, 9) complex fractions, 10) square roots, 11) applying and graphing 

quadratics. This course is intended to prepare a student to successfully pass the 

Washington State exam and is a graduation requirement. In addition, students must 

have a 70% in the course in order to progress to geometry. (Prerequisites: None) 
 

Algebra II 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

Beginning with the class of 2013, Algebra 2 is a state graduation requirement. In this 

course, we will extend ideas learned in Algebra 1, such as solving equations, linear 

functions, and polynomials. New topics include quadratic, exponential, and rational 

functions, and logarithms. This course is essential for students who plan on 

attending college. (Prerequisites: C or better in Geometry) 

 

Bridge to College Math 
Grade(s): 12  

This class is a fourth-year (senior level) course for students scoring a Level 2 on the 

Smarter Balanced high school assessment (10th grade). Students who earn a “B” or 

better in the course are eligible to enter credit-bearing coursework in any State of 

Washington community or technical colleges.  

 

 

 

 



 12 

Calculus 

Grade(s): 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

This course covers the material commonly found in one semester or two quarters of 

a college calculus course. We will be focusing on the four major topics of calculus - 

limits, derivatives, indefinite integrals, and definite integrals. An emphasis will be 

placed on applications of calculus topics, using technology to aid in the 

understanding of topics and making connections between calculus topics. 

(Prerequisites: C or better in Precalculus) 

 

Geometry 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

Geometry, or “Earth-measuring,” is a branch of mathematics that deals with the 

properties, measurement, and relationships of points, lines, angles, surfaces, and 

solids. This course will mainly be a study of Euclidean geometry, which involves the 

study of one, two, and three-dimensional figures. Throughout the year, students will 

be developing strong reasoning skills in order to justify statements and prove 

theorems. Additionally, students can expect several activities and real-world 

applications that will require further development of investigative, problem solving, 

and communication skills.  

(Prerequisites: Algebra I) 

 

Precalculus 
Grade(s): 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

This rigorous course extends concepts of intermediate algebra while introducing 
various topics of college algebra. Topics include functions, conic sections, theory of 
equations, matrices, sequences and series, polar coordinates, exponential and 
logarithmic functions, limits, and a complete course in trigonometry. Precalculus is 
designed to prepare the student for Calculus. 
(Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra II) 

 

PE and Health 
*Two credits in PE and Health are required for graduation. Must include 

one semester of Health. 
 

Health 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

The health education class is a one-semester class required for graduation. This 

course will provide a broad overview of health-related issues. The units will include 

health and wellness, nutrition, fitness, sex education, First Aid/CPR, preventing 
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disease, and drug education. The class will focus on these areas using problem 

solving and communication skills that help teens learn to deal with these issues now 

and in the future. 

(Prerequisites: None) 

 

Recreation Sports 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

This course is designed to provide students with an introduction and basic 

understanding of recreational sports. The two main areas of focus will be sport rules 

and game-play fundamentals. The areas of fitness addressed by this course will 

focuses on muscular endurance, muscular strength, cardio-respiratory endurance, 

body composition, agility, and flexibility. Fitness test will be given twice monthly so 

students are able to track their improvements on the fitness areas listed above. 

(Prerequisites: None) 

 

Cardio Challenge 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

This class is for students who are either beginner or avid cyclists. It’s modified for 

all levels. We focus on fun and challenging rides. Different rides include but are not 

limited to intervals, strength, split rides, race day, combo and variety. Students will 

experience driving energy and great music to get one of the best cardio workouts 

available. The only competition is against oneself. (Prerequisites: None) 

 

Sports Medicine 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

Sports Medicine is an elective class that focuses on the branch of medicine that deals 

with physical fitness and the treatment and prevention of injuries related to sports 

and exercise. This course will provide a broad overview of anatomy, kinesiology, 

medical terms, and physical therapy related to the discipline of Sports Medicine. The 

units will include common injuries and prevention of various body regions, basic 

medical terminology, first-aid and universal precautions, CPR, and interviewing a 

patient for assessment, the class will focus on these areas using classroom work and 

various labs to help teens learn these issues now and in the future. (Prerequisites: 

none) 

 

Weight Training 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

This course is designed to provide students with an introduction and basic 

understanding of physical fitness, speed/agility training, and strength/power 
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training. The areas of fitness addressed by this course will focuses on muscular 

endurance, muscular strength, cardio-respiratory endurance, body composition, 

agility, and flexibility. The students will also gain an understanding of the FITT 

principle, which will allow students to set up their own workout regimen for 

continued life fitness once they have completed the course. 

Students will be involved in the following categories to focus their improvements: 

strength/power & speed/agility. Both of these options will cross-reference each 

other but are more specified to their title. They are designed on 4-week cycles for 

students to see improvement. Fitness test will be given monthly so students are able 

to track their improvements. (Prerequisites: None) 

 

Science 

*Two credits of lab science plus one credit of general science are 

required for graduation. 
 

AP Chemistry 
Grades 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

This Advanced Placement Course is designed for college bound students interested 

in science. The course not only covers topics from first-year Chemistry, but also 

covers concepts from college level courses, like synthesis, titrations, and kinetics. 

Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP Exam in May and could earn college 

credit for doing so. (Prerequisites: Taken and passed first-year Chemistry with an A or 

B) 
 

AP Environmental Science 
Grade(s): 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

AP Environmental Science is a year-long course designed to be the equivalent of an 

introductory college course in environmental science. The goal of this course as 

described by the College Board, “is to provide students with the scientific principles, 

concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the 

natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and 

human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to 

examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them. Environmental 

science is interdisciplinary; it incorporates topics from many different areas of 

study including biology, physics, chemistry, earth science, mathematics, economics, 

sociology, psychology, political science and ethics. There is a strong lab component 

to this course as well as field studies. (Prerequisites: 1) Biology, 2) Chemistry is highly 

encouraged.) 
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Biology 
Grade(s): 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

Biology is the study of the structures and functions of living organisms. Students will 

learn that all living things have basic needs, and they meet those needs in various 

ways. Topics emphasized will include the chemical basis of life, the structure and 

function of cells, diversity and evolution, genetics and human biology. Common Core 

standards for Scientific Literacy will be emphasized. This course is intended to 

prepare a student to successfully pass the Washington State End of Course of Exam, 

which is a graduation requirement. (Prerequisites: Science 9) 
 

Chemistry 
Grade(s): 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

The study of Chemistry focuses on the composition, processes and structures of 

matter. Chemistry students will explore the changes that matter undergoes through 

laboratories, discussions and lectures. Students will develop understanding through 

the quantitative and qualitative analysis of matter. Common Core standards for 

Scientific Literacy will be emphasized. (Prerequisites: Biology and Algebra II ready) 

 

Environmental Science 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

Environmental Science will offer an overview of topics and concepts needed to 

understand the environmental issues and challenges of today’s world. The course 

will integrate aspects of biology and earth science. Specific topics will include 

preserving biodiversity, wildlife management, human impact on the environment, 

energy conservation, pollution, and sustainability. Students will examine these 

issues from both a global and personal perspective. This course will provide an 

alternative to Chemistry while also fulfilling a Science credit 

requirement. (Prerequisites: Physical Science) 

 

Geology 
Grade(s): 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

This course introduces students to basic scientific concepts that apply to the Earth 

and our natural environment. In addition to looking at systems that occur 

worldwide, we will make connections to local and regional geologic features. Main 

topics that will be covered are physical geology, meteorology, oceanography and 

planetary science. (Prerequisites: Physical Science) 
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Physical Science 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

This course exposes students to the fundamental concepts in three basic disciplines 

of science: Scientific Inquiry, Physical Science, and Earth-Space Science. There is a 

strong emphasis on the ability to communicate scientifically whether it be through 

writing, speaking mathematics or graphically. The history of science is addressed 

throughout the entire year. Throughout the course, students will be asked to 

demonstrate comprehension and application of scientific laws, theories, and 

concepts. Students will develop observational, investigative, and problem-solving 

skills through laboratory experiences. Through hands-on and mind-on exploration, 

students will learn proper laboratory techniques and technical writing skills needed 

throughout high school science course experiences. Additionally, they will be 

encouraged to demonstrate the importance of these subjects to their daily lives. It is 

the mission of the La Conner High School Science department to ensure that all 

students be engaged in a meaningful, appropriately challenging science curriculum 

that will allow them to develop a strong science literacy. (Prerequisites: None) 

 

Physics 
Grade(s): 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

The physics course is a year-long college preparatory class that introduces students 

to conceptual-level physics. The classroom environment is designed for the curious 

student and will parallel the scientific community as much as possible. Students can 

expect numerous demonstrations, experiments, applications, and discussions that 

will require further development of observational, investigative, problem solving, 

and communication skills. First semester will involve the concepts of velocity, 

acceleration, force, work, energy, power, Newton’s laws of motion, centripetal 

motion, projectile motion, and gravity. Second semester will focus on 

electromagnetism, light, sound, and relativity. (Prerequisites: Physical Science, 

Biology, Algebra II-ready) 

 

STEAM 
Grade(s): 9,10,11,12 

STEAM is a course that incorporates aspects of Science, 

Technology, Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics. Students will 

learn to approach problems and scenarios from a variety of 

viewpoints. Through hands-on experimentation and critical thinking, 

students will work individually and in groups to create items that solve 

problems. We will work on 2-3 large projects per semester. (Prerequisites: None) 

 



 17 

Senior Seminar  
*One semester course required for high school graduation. 
 

Senior Seminar 
Grade(s): 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

During this class, students do all the preparation work necessary for a 40-minute 

Senior Presentation, to be given before a community panel at the end of the 

semester. For this presentation students will carefully prepare and use a portfolio 

containing a goal statement, an assortment of career interest surveys and self-

interpretations, an assortment of post-high school education plan evidence and a 

variety of career-related plan evidence. One of the requirements in this class is to 

complete a one-day job shadow with someone in the career interest area. 

(Prerequisites: Must be an academic senior) 

 

Social Studies 
*Three and a half credits of Social Studies courses are required for high 

school graduation. 
 

American Government 
Grade(s): 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

American Government is a semester-long course designed to introduce students to 

workings of our modern democratic republic system of government. The course will 

focus on the origins of the representative government, the founding documents of 

our government, and how our system functions on a day-to-day basis. This is a 

required class for graduation and students will complete a culminating in-depth, 

thesis-driven research paper. (Prerequisites: None) 

 

AP Human Geography 
Grades 9,10,11,12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

The purpose of the Advanced Placement course in Human Geography is to introduce 

students to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human 

understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface.  Students will employ spatial 

concepts and landscape analysis to analyze human social organization and its 

environmental consequences.  Students will also learn about the methods and tools 

geographers use in their science and practice. (Prerequisites: World History, 

Permission of instructor) 
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AP Psychology 
Grades 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

The AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and 
scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other 
animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena 
associated with each of the major subfields within psychology. They also learn about 
the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and practice. 
(Prerequisites: Biology) 
 

Cultures Through Cuisine 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

The goal of Cultures Through Cuisine is to deepen and solidify our understanding of 

what makes regional cuisine specific to a region. By answering the question “What 

makes Chinese food Chinese?” Students can look beyond stereotypes by examining 

the Geographic, Cultural, and Economic roots of various regions throughout the 

world. In this class students will explore the roots of a culture and how local food 

has shaped the day-to-day life of the people, and how food can have various 

ceremonial or celebratory purposes. Other themes that are explored in the class are 

sustainability, population growth, and water quality. The benchmark for Cultures 

Through Cuisine is a United States Regional foods group project. Students will create 

a cultural profile of a US region applying the types of information they examined 

while studying various world cultures. This culminates in a group presentation and 

individual 3 to 5-page paper. (Prerequisites: None) 

 

Contemporary World Problems 
Grade(s): 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

Contemporary World Problems is a semester-long course designed to introduce 

students to the global issues we are all currently facing. The course will focus on 

globalization, resources, geography and economics by examining the past to predict 

the future. This is a required class for graduation and students will complete a 

culminating in-depth, thesis-driven research paper. (Prerequisites: None) 

 

U.S. History 
Grade(s): 11 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

United States History is a year-long introductory survey course covering American 

History from its beginnings until the present day. Special emphasis will be placed 

upon critically analyzing data as a historian (specifically focusing on a document’s 

origin, value, limitations and purpose), learning at least two sides to an historical 

story and expressing a student’s ideas verbally and through writing. This is a 
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required class for graduation and students will be expected to complete a Classroom 

Based Assessment on Constitutional Issues. (Prerequisites: None) 
 

World Geography 
Grade(s): 9 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

World History for ninth grade is a one semester long class that is the first of three 

semesters of world history a student will take. Initially the class focuses on 

developing map reading skills and geography. Next students examine various world 

religions as they relate to the cultural roots of different civilizations. In a review of 

Western Civilization (pre-1450) students learn about the Fall of the Western Roman 

Empire, Feudalism, the Crusades, and Bubonic Plague. The class will take a deeper 

look at the time period from 1450-1750 examining topics such as the Renaissance, 

exploration of the Americas by Europeans, expansionist Asian Empires, and 

European monarchies. Thematically the course focuses on the expansion of empires 

and cultural encounters. The Classroom Based Assessment (CBA) for this course is 

focused on Colombian Exchange and the encounters between European empires and 

indigenous Central and South American empires. Achieving standard on the CBA is a 

requirement to pass this course. The sophomore World History course picks up at 

1750 where this course leaves off. (Prerequisites: None) 

 

World History 10 
Grade(s): 10 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

The course starts around 1750 with the Scientific Revolution, Enlightenment, 

French Revolution, Napoleonic Wars, Industrial Revolution, Imperialism, 

Nationalism, World War One, Interwar Years & Great Depression, World War Two, 

Decolonization, Cold War, Modern World Issues, and Sustainability. Thematically 

the course focuses on revolution and international conflicts. The CBA for the 

sophomore world history is on the impacts of the Industrial Revolution and meeting 

standard on this paper is a requirement for passing first semester. Students will be 

expected to evaluate historical events from a variety of perspectives and critically 

examine the roles and actions of governments in the past and present. The course 

focuses on how technology and industrialization have been decisive factors in many 

of the international conflicts from 1750 to the present. In attempting to have a 

better grasp of how our modern geopolitical environment has taken shape, the 

course examines how different economic and political systems are addressing 

today's pressing issues. (Prerequisites: World History 9) 
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World Language 
*Two credits of the same World Language are required for high school 

graduation. 
 

American Sign Language I, II and III 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12, (Repeatable for credit: No) 

This course is an introduction to American Sign Language and will satisfy World 

Language requirements.  (Prerequisites:  appropriate level based on previous 

performance) 

 

Lushootseed I and II 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12,   

This course is an introduction to the Swinomish native language.  A cultural 

component will be included.  This course will satisfy World Language requirements.  

(Prerequisites: appropriate level based on previous performance) 

 

Spanish I 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12, Recommended for freshmen (Repeatable for credit: No) 

This course is an introductory class to Spanish. Students will communicate in simple 

Spanish. They will memorize basic vocabulary using illustrations, definitions and 

situational question-response patterns. Grammar will be used as a matter of fact, 

not stressed academically. Cultural aspects will also be addressed with the help of 

movies and discussions. Benchmarks: Memorize and present short Spanish texts. 

(Prerequisites: None) 
 

Spanish II 
Grade(s): 9, 10, 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: Yes) 

Spanish II is a “traditional” Spanish class taught with entirely new curriculum. 

Textbook is brand new and full of written, oral and computer-generated exercises 

and ideas. Emphasis is on further vocabulary development and grammatical 

structure, speaking and understanding. In this class, students will learn to put 

together what they have learned in previous years of Spanish study by using verbs 

to connect ideas. 

**This is a more challenging class than first year Spanish and will require 

diligence** (Prerequisites: Spanish I; Student needs to pass semester 1 in order to 

continue to semester 2.) 

 

 



 21 

Spanish III 
Grade(s): 11, 12 (Repeatable for credit: No) 

This course is an advanced Spanish class. 

Grammar is emphasized, verb forms in particular. 

Students will communicate in Spanish with more complex sentences, referring to 

past, present and future situations. 

Reading and writing Spanish is an integral part of class. 

Cultural presentation done by students 

Benchmark: a twenty-minute Spanish presentation on a given cultural topic. 

(Prerequisites: Spanish II) 
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